
Anthropology Training:  
Identification and Treatment of Human Remains 

 

Instructor: Valda Black, PhD 

This course is designed for law enforcement officers, crime scene investigators, medicolegal 
death investigators, coroners, and other officials that need to distinguish human from nonhuman 
bone and archaeological from forensic contexts. This one-day course will include lectures with 
Dr. Black covering bone and context identification, the ethical treatment of human remains, and 
an excavation exercise. No prior knowledge of human osteology or anthropology is required.  
 
 
Schedule 
Location: Lewiston Police Training Center 
8:00 - 8:30 am  Introductions 
8:30 – 10:00 am  Human versus Nonhuman Bone Identification 
10:00 – 11:00 am  Archaeological versus Forensic Contexts 
11:00 – 11:30 am  Laws and the Ethical Treatment of Human Remains 
 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm LUNCH 
 
Location: TBD 
1:00 – 5:00 pm  Excavation and Recovery Exercise  

Excavation Supervisors: Dr. Valda Black (PhD), Michaelle 
Machuca (MA), and Dakota Wallen (MA) 

 
 
 


