GRANT-FUNDED CLASSROOM-BASED TRAINING

Protests, Demonstrations, and Civil Unrest Operations

Bill Backus, retired in July 2022, as a Master Sergeant with the lllinois
State Police after 27 years of service with the agency. Amongst other
assignments, Bill served as the statewide Mobile Field Force Commander
for the lllinois State Police (ISP) and supervised 250 Troopers assigned to
4 regional crowd control teams during protest activity throughout the
State. Bill was responsible for writing ISP policies concerning Mobile Field
Force Operations and Tactics. Bill was the lead instructor for both the
ISP’s basic narcotics and training and the Mobile Field Force Program.
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TUITION FREE
Grant will not cover travel/lodging and you will need to make the arrangements on your own.

October 15-16, 2024
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Registration deadline: October 1, 2024

Idaho POST Academy
Building 8 — Classroom F

This course provides Law Enforcement with the knowledge and best practices when facing the threat of a
demonstration in your community. During a demonstration, whether large or small, the role of a law
enforcement officer is to ensure the public's safety, protect lives and property, and also protect the First
Amendment rights of all persons involved in the event.

Public demonstrations have increased in frequency as a result of high-profile incidents involving the
police. Although most have been peaceful, the chance of a threat to officer safety is imminent and law
enforcement agencies have an obligation to prepare for a proper response for crowd management,
regardless of the type of demonstration.

Course Objectives:

e ABrief Historical Overview of Protest Activity, Crowd Dynamics, and Mob; The Theory of Protest
Groups, Specific Roles Within the Group and Physical Tactics Used; Protest Events From 2000
to Present Day; Operational Planning for Protests and Civil Disorders; Mobile Field Force Team
Equipment; Additional Personnel Assets to Consider for a Protest; Managing Mobile Field Force
Team Personnel During an Event; Mobile Field Force Tactics and Formations

Additional information can be found at: https://post.idaho.gov/events/r2-252-protests-demonstrations-and-civil-
unrest-operations-meridianoct24/

Email or fax the registration form to:
Cathy Weddle
cathy.weddle@post.idaho.gov

Fax: 208-884-7295

Office phone: 208-884-7321
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enforcement officer is to ensure the public's safety, protect lives and property, and also protect the First
Amendment rights of all persons involved in the event.

Public demonstrations have increased in frequency as a result of high-profile incidents involving the
police. Although most have been peaceful, the chance of a threat to officer safety is imminent and law
enforcement agencies have an obligation to prepare for a proper response for crowd management,
regardless of the type of demonstration.
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