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SERVE WITH HONOR
PROTECT WITH COURAGE

TRAIN WITH PASSION

EMERGENCY RESPONSE,
PURSUIT MANAGEMENT & TACTICS,

AND CRASH SURVIVAL

• The single greatest contributor to risk in vehicle pursuits or 
in emergency driving is SPEED
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• .   Pursuit of time

• .   Pursuit of (vehicle)

• Non‐hazardous

• Hazardous

• By prioritizing the violator, 

• you begin to gauge how 

• much risk should be 

• extended in a pursuit

• What considerations could 

• have been taken into 

• account???

• What do think the officer 

• was thinking about???
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• Best Interest of 

• the Public??

• Speeds involved

• Time of day

• Traffic pattern/ conditions

• Condition of vehicles (violator and police) 

• Nature of violation

• Route of travel

• Identity of suspect is known

• Physical and mental condition of officer / suspect

• Weather

• Availability of other units

• Escape routes

• Type of police vehicles involved (marked, unmarked, 
motorcycle, SUV)

• Agency policy
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Would I being doing this if my family were 
on the road??????

• Officers CANNOT assume that an individual observed for a 
traffic violation must be involved in something more serious 
because they are fleeing.  

• Officers must rely on what is KNOWN, not what they suspect to 
be true!

SERVE WITH HONOR
PROTECT WITH COURAGE

TRAIN WITH PASSION

PURSUIT TACTICS
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• Slack pursuit is the FIRST choice of tactics you should try.  

• If you perceive the individual you are chasing is either 
inexperienced or simply wants to maintain a comfortable 
“lead”, ease off of the accelerator.  

• You may be able to reduce the overall speed of the pursuit.

Maximizes view to 
approaching traffic
Maximizes view into 
fleeing vehicle
Maximizes effectiveness 
of lights
Provides more options to 
the officer for evasive 
maneuvers
Forces right hand turns

• Spike strips

• Channelization

• PIT

• Ramming

• Boxing In
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Channelization

• Forced compliance

– Boxing / containment

– Pursuit Intervention Technique (PIT)

• Lethal options

– Ramming

– Roadblocks

– Firearms

• Your tactics in a pursuit must be implemented with safety first 
and then apprehension in mind.

• If you are in a pursuit which ends in tragedy, one of the first 
questions you will be asked is this…:

• “Would a reasonable officer have acted the same in similar 
circumstances?”
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• If you operate within these boundaries, the chance of a 
judgment being found against you is greatly reduced.

• Prioritize the violation

• Run a slack pursuit

• Continually assess the factors for continuation / termination

• Never let the pursuit extend to the point of reckless disregard 
for the safety of others.

What Are Your Responsibilities?

Moral

Legal

Professional

• Alternating high beam or wig‐wag lights are extremely effective 
during daylight hours. 

• It is possible to outrun the effectiveness of a siren.  At 60 mph 
you will be within 100 feet of the car in front of you before 
sound reaches the other car.
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• Turn off the siren where it is not going to be effective

• Vary the pitch

• Take several deep breaths

• Scan the roadway

• At high speeds you can out run your siren

• At 60 mph you must be within 100 feet of the vehicle ahead of 
you

• In general, when you activate the siren, you should:
– Ease off of the accelerator slightly

• The general tendency is to go faster…watch out!

• Above all, you must comply with your agency’s policy 
governing the use of lights and sirens.

SERVE WITH HONOR
PROTECT WITH COURAGE

TRAIN WITH PASSION

SURVIVING A COLLISION
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• Try to locate something soft to hit

• Try and direct the vehicle into glancing blows

• Prioritize:

– Life

– Injury

– Property damage

• Think yourself through a crash! Do not give up steering and 
avoid jamming on the brakes

ZONE 2

ZONE 3ZONE 1

ZONE 4

• Just prior to impact, turn into the object.  This will tend to 
create a spin. 

• This concept goes against instinctive reactions and must be 
planned mentally before ever driving.

• Try to have the longest crash you can…short crashes hurt!
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SERVE WITH HONOR
PROTECT WITH COURAGE

TRAIN WITH PASSION

DRIVE TO SURVIVE!!

Seattle PD Pursuit

https://www.policeone.com/suspect‐pursuit/articles/51221006‐Video‐Seattle‐police‐
shoot‐kill‐carjacking‐suspect‐after‐wild‐pursuit

Las Vegas PD

https://www.policeone.com/officer‐shootings/articles/477837006‐Video‐LEO‐shoots‐
through‐windshield‐in‐gun‐battle‐during‐pursuit/
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This lesson plan/PowerPoint is intended for use at the Idaho P.O.S.T. Academy 
and/or other facilities approved to instruct this curriculum. This curriculum is to be 
taught in its entirety. P.O.S.T. has no control over its curriculum or how it is used by 
others, and therefore disclaims responsibility for its use outside of P.O.S.T. or other 
approved facilities. By accepting this copy of P.O.S.T.'s curriculum, requestor agrees 
that if he/she or his/her agents use it for any training purposes whatsoever, they 
assume all liability that may arise from that training and their trainees’ subsequent 
use of this information in their personal or professional capacities.

This presentation is written for the express purpose of P.O.S.T. use, for the initial 
training of Idaho Peace Officers.  Copies and or parts of this presentation may not be 
copied, modified, or used for any other reason without written permission from 
P.O.S.T. At no time will this presentation or its parts be used for any personal or 
commercial gain without written permission from P.O.S.T. 

© 2015 Idaho POST Academy.


