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Basic Drug Investigations Course


Course Descriptions:
Our instructors are current members of the narcotics enforcement community who have been active participants in Idaho’s most high profile and dynamic narcotics cases. Instructors utilize recent cases and their personal experiences as training tools for students.

Basic Drug Identification- Instructors cover topics that include the identification of illicit street drugs, common street terms, nomenclature, prices, weights and the Uniformed Controlled Substance Act. The physiological effects of illicit drugs will also be covered.
Clandestine Laboratories- Instructors cover the basic chemicals and glassware used to manufacture methamphetamine and the hazards commonly associated with clan labs.

Confidential Informant Handling- Detectives cover topics that include the proper and ethical handling of informants, the different motivations of informants, and the pitfalls associated with certain informants. Students will also actively participate in practical exercises involving informants throughout the course.
Controlled Purchases- Detectives cover the basic mechanics of an ethical controlled purchase of illicit drugs and the use of body transmitters. Students will learn about the hazards associated with the controlled purchase of illicit drugs and will participate in practical exercises throughout the course.
Surveillance– Instructors teach students on the different types of surveillance including electronic, static, and mobile. This block of training will provide the student with the basic tools needed to participate in mobile surveillance operations. The majority of this training is comprised of field exercises.
Under Cover Operations- Detectives instruct the students on the basic mechanics of acting in an undercover capacity.  Instructors also provide an intense practical exercise in which students will attempt an undercover purchase of illicit drugs.
Court Preparation & Case Documentation- Assistant United States Attorney Mike Fica covers topics that include the importance of concise, truthful, and ethical court testimony and accurate documentation through a drug conspiracy case.

Planned Operations- Instructors teach students on how to safely plan and brief operations such as surveillance, controlled purchases, and raids.

Knock & Talks- Instructors will provide students with the basic tools for successful consensual searches.

Practical Exercises:

The Basic Drug Investigations Course stresses a safe and realistic approach to the practical exercises with an emphasis on teamwork. During the practical exercises, students will be challenged to perform at a high level and subjected to instructor and peer critiques throughout the exercises. To maximize the training experience, instructors from the lecture portion of the course will be participating as team leaders, mentors and role players.

Mobile Surveillance Operations- Students will participate in intense covert surveillance operations throughout the week.

Undercover Operations- Each student will act in a simulated undercover capacity and attempt to purchase “narcotics” from a “drug trafficker.” This exercise will be videotaped to maximize the training experience.
Knock & Talks- Students will break into teams and attempt to obtain consent to search a residence. This exercise will be videotaped to maximize the training experience.

Drug Case- The class will be divided into teams and spend the week working on a drug case beginning with a knock and talk and culminating with the service of a search warrant. Included in this exercise will be surveillance operations, controlled purchases, confidential informant handling, undercover operations, case documentation, and raid planning.
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Course Overview


The Basic Drug Investigations Course presented by the Idaho State Police is created to meet the immediate training needs of Officers scheduled to be assigned or currently assigned to narcotics units.  It is designed to emphasize an ethical and safe approach to the investigation and prosecution of state and federal drug crimes.  The Course utilizes seasoned, narcotics officers and special agents as instructors.  The course maximizes the use of hands on practical exercises throughout the two-week course.  Because of the use of practical exercises, the class is limited to 32 students.  Officers currently assigned to narcotics units, who have not yet attended formalized training, are encouraged to attend. 











